William Benjamin "W.B." Dumas
May 6, 1936 - May 13, 2020

William Benjamin Dumas, "W.B.", 84, of Magnolia, Arkansas passed away on Wednesday,
May 13, 2020 at Magnolia Health and Rehab. W.B was born on May 6, 1936 in Village
Arkansas to the late Francis Elizabeth Machen Dumas and Moses Lee Dumas. He was a
member of First Baptist Church of Magnolia. W.B retired from Spencer Harris Machine
Shop where he had worked for over 40 years and was known as the best hallow spindle
lathe operator in Arkansas. His passions were hunting, fishing, dancing and playing cards
and dominoes with his friends. Always the jokester, everyone who met W.B. loved his
broad smile and his passion for having fun. He arrived in Magnolia around 1942 and lived
in Magnolia for 78 years. He loved Magnolia, was an active Jaycee for 25+ years and he
worked countless years with the Miss Magnolia Pageant. Having worked at the Chatterbox
in the early 1950s and later as the manager for Peace Courts Restaurant, he developed a
skill as a cook and his specialty was grilled steaks. He and the Spencer Harris steak cookoff team were always one of the favorite grille masters at the annual Magnolia Blossom
Festival.
W.B. is preceded in death by his parents, by his wife of 52 years, June Marie Dumas, and
by a younger brother, Donald Dumas, and a sister, Ophelia Dumas Burchfield. W.B. is
survived by two brothers, Daniel Lee Dumas along with his wife Kay Dumas of Charlotte,
NC, and Billy Clyde Dumas of Magnolia. W.B had two sons, Rodney Wayne Dumas who
lives with his wife, Jacquy Dumas in Magnolia, Texas, and his youngest son, Michael Ray
Dumas and wife Krista Dumas live in Houston, Texas. He had three grandchildren,
Melissa, daughter of Rodney Dumas, and Cameron and Forbes Dumas, daughter and son
of Michael Dumas. W.B was preceded in death by his oldest grandson, Joshua Dumas.
He had four great grandchildren. Other family members were always close to his heart,
especially the children of his siblings, including Billy Ray Burchfield, Kenneth Burchfield,
Jane Burchfield Swilley, Doyle Burchfield, Edward Burchfield, Larry Burchfield, Curtis
Dumas and Jason Dumas of Charlotte, North Carolina.
W.B. was a wonderful father and husband with a gentle soul and an appreciation for the
simple treasures that Magnolia and family brought to his life. In his later years, he loved to
say “the blessing” over the meals at Dudneywood. He always had thoughtful, kind words

during his brief prayers. He is already so missed by all of us and we know he is smiling
down upon us and probably being the jokester with all of the angels.
A graveside service will be held at Magnolia Memorial Park Cemetery on Sunday, May
17th at 2:00 pm with Bro. Roger Dunlap under the direction of Lewis Funeral Home, Inc. in
Magnolia.
In lieu of flowers, the family is requesting that donations be made to the American
Diabetes Association. A guestbook is available at www.lewisfuneralhome.biz

Events
MAY
16

Viewing and Signing of the Guest Book02:00PM - 06:00PM
Lewis Funeral Home Inc. - Magnolia
420 North Jackson P.O Box 38, Magnolia, AR, US, 71753

MAY
17

Graveside Service

02:00PM

Memorial Park Cemetery
300 Columbia Road 36, Magnolia, AR, US, 71753

Comments

“

What a wonderful gentleman was W.B. Kathy and I so enjoyed our friendship with
W.B.through Jaycees and the Miss Magnolia Pageant. A life well-lived and a place in
Heaven. God Blesses you W.B.

George Wheatley - May 19 at 10:58 AM

“

Tammy Stewart, RN lit a candle in memory of William Benjamin "W.B." Dumas

Tammy Stewart, RN - May 18 at 10:48 AM

“

W.B. was a wonderful neighbor and friend to us. His smile was always contagious!
God Bless You W.B.! Janey and Jerry Griep

Jane Griep - May 17 at 01:52 PM

“

To walk in his room an he greets you with that wonderful smile

wanda Jameson - May 16 at 10:01 AM

“

Sylvia Briggs sent a virtual gift in memory of William Benjamin "W.B." Dumas

Sylvia Briggs - May 16 at 08:21 AM

“

Sylvia Briggs lit a candle in memory of William Benjamin "W.B." Dumas

Sylvia Briggs - May 16 at 08:20 AM

“

Verna Clark lit a candle in memory of William Benjamin "W.B." Dumas

Verna Clark - May 15 at 12:17 PM

“

Michael White lit a candle in memory of William Benjamin "W.B." Dumas

Michael White - May 14 at 10:31 PM

“

W.B. Dumas was a prince of a man and a joy to play music for. He always sang along and
enjoyed it so much. He will be missed. Prayers for the family and friends.
Michael White - May 14 at 10:38 PM

“

Yes, he was such a sweet, kind gentleman. I enjoyed every minute of my time with him at
Dudneywood. He was always willing to take part in anything he could help with...i will miss
his laughter

He is now Eternal.

Joy Grimmett - May 15 at 11:02 AM

“

He will be missed dearly by all of his friends and team at DaVita SW Arkansas!

Lisa Moody - May 14 at 04:17 PM

“

My husband Darrell worked for 18 yrs. with W.B. at Spencer-Harris and he always
had good things to say about him. W.B. always smiled and waved, talked to me when
I would come to have lunch with Darrell, anytime there was a get together at
Spencer-Harris he was there laughing and smiling never saw him any other way.
Such a sweet man! God bless you all. Darrell & Deborah Fitzgerald

Deborah - May 14 at 03:36 PM

“

So sorry to hear. I graduated with his sister. Praying for the family.Robert and Louise
O'Dell.

Louise O'Dell - May 14 at 03:13 PM

